CHAPTER XVI.
THE NATURE OF ENEEGY.
WE now come to the most abstract and fundamental question of all. What is the true nature of Energy ? In the beginning of this book we took it for granted that Force was equivalent to Aggregative Power and Energy to Separative Power. That first assumption, however, is in reality the point which our treatise is meant to prove, and we have tried to prove it by running through the chief manifestations of Power and showing how simply and truthfully they can all be formulated on this principle. We have endeavoured, in other words, to point out the perfect congruity of our assumption with fact. Having done so first in the abstract, we shall proceed to show how the phenomena which form the subject-matter of the various sciences, and how the concrete course of events in the universe, can be expressed in terms of our formulae. But before we go on to these departments of our subject, we must try to gain a clearer conception of the real nature of Energy.nderable matter and a gain of Energy to the ethereal medium.
